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Learning Characteristics of Gifted Students

» They may show deep powers of observation and a sense of the significant; they have an eye for

important details.
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They may read a great deal on their own, preferring books and magazines written for children
older than they are.

They often take great pleasure in intellectual activity.

They have well-developed powers of abstraction, conceptualization, and synthesis.

They readily see cause-effect relationships.

They often display a questioning attitude and seek information for its own sake as much as for its
usefulness.

» They are often skeptical, critical, and evaluative. They are quick to spot inconsistencies.

Creative Characteristics
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Gifted children are fluent thinkers, able to generate possibilities, consequences, or related ideals.

» They are flexible thinkers, able to use many different alternative approaches to problem solving.
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They are original thinkers, seeking new, unusual, or unconventional associations and

combinations among items of information.

» They are elaborative thinkers, producing new steps, ideas, responses, or other embellishments to a
basic ides, situation, or problem.

» They are willing to entertain complexity and seem to thrive on problem solving.

» They are good guessers and can readily construct hypotheses or “what if” questions.

» They are often aware of their own impulsiveness and irrationality, and they show emotional
sensitivity.

» They are extremely curious about objects, ideas, and situations, or events.

» They often display intellectual playfulness and like to fantasize and imagine.
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They can be less intellectually inhibited than their peers in expressing opinions and ideas, and
they often disagree spiritedly with others’ statements.

» They are sensitive to beauty and are attracted to aesthetic values.



